Repositioning Criminal Justice: Critical Reimaginings
Call for Papers

The study of criminal justice is the study of Othering. For women in the world’s criminal justice systems (CJS), Othering is often silent, insidious, systemic. Today, political leaders work to make incarceration the presumption, legislators pass heavy-handed laws to criminalise reproductive care, rape myths are perpetuated in court proceedings, and a ‘war on women’ is waged so deeply as to become the norm. 

The proposed collection explores the many ways in which the CJS affects women differently, the many ways in which illegalities, criminalisation, and incarceration construct the ‘bad woman’. The collection invites the application of critical, theoretical approaches to gendered issues of criminal justice to reposition these issues beyond feminist approaches to feminist problems. ‘Gendered issues of criminal justice’ is conceived broadly. Theoretical approaches may be from any school of thought, but must engage critically with the issues of gender, women, and criminal justice. These include, but are in no way limited to, Marxist, post/decolonial, post-structural, socio-legal, critical race theory, psychoanalytic, and critical legal studies approaches. 

Chapters should be 8,000-9,000 words, including references (Harvard style).

If you are interested in contributing to the proposed collection, please contact me at m.beatrice@deakin.edu.au and include:
· A (draft) title for your chapter 
· An abstract of 150-200 words
· Your affiliation

Abstracts due: 15 May 2026
Full drafts due: 26 February 2027

If you have any queries or wish to discuss a potential contribution, please contact me at the above email address.

Dr Megan Beatrice
Deakin Law School

