Join us for the Meet the Author session at the SLSA 2026 conference on Tue 31st March 2026, 2-3:30pm, Fulton Lecture Theatre B.
The session is a discussion between the lead editor Tatiana Grieshofer and the discussant Naomi Creutzfelt on the topic of the new CUP edited collection Language and Justice: Communication in Legal Practice (2026). The session comprises of three parts:
1.    the editor’s presentation of the collection;
2.    the discussion with Naomi Creutzfelt;
3.    a ‘methods clinic’ where participants can share their research challenges and explore how their research methodology can be enhanced through a diverse set of textual approaches and interaction-related methods.

Bringing together cutting-edge research at the intersection of language, communication and legal practice, this volume challenges established processes and explores key questions arising from real cases, practices, or sites of contention, where tackling linguistic issues can help enhance access to justice. Directly addressing areas of genuine professional and institutional concern, the collection provides novel and groundbreaking insights into the multiple communication-related challenges the justice system and legal professionals have to navigate on a daily basis. The volume engages with a wide range of legal areas, including criminal law, family law, civil law, immigration, international law, and legal education. Collectively, the chapters highlight the immense benefits and opportunities which arise when legal and applied linguistic scholarship are harnessed together, especially for scrutinising the accountability, transparency and accessibility of the justice system.

The collection is organised around two themes which are at the heart of communication and legal practice: legal process and legal profession. This structure turns the focus to linguistic insights which can have a direct impact on what happens in courts and wider justice system agencies and institutions. Promoting the focus on legal process and profession allows the collection to prioritise research questions and topics which arise in legal practice on a day-to-day basis and thus directly affect those who are embedded in institutional practices (e.g. lawyers, judges, police investigators, interpreters) and those who rely on the system to deliver justice (e.g. litigants, witnesses, defendants). This practical, problem-solving focus results in many chapters drawing on multiple datasets and combined analytical approaches, which only emphasises the complexity of issues pursued and the variety of linguistic applications relevant to legal practice.
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