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There is an appreciation that the current legal framework governing modern slavery and human trafficking is not always capable of properly criminalising and punishing misconduct, notably when the activities are of a cross-border nature and different legal systems are involved. Beyond the gaps in the law, there are also challenges associated with investigations, prosecutions and enforcement in this context. This Special Issue brings together scholars working at the intersection of criminology, criminal law, legal theory and socio-legal studies to explore inter alia the evolution and features of modern slavery and human trafficking, the victims of these phenomena, the identity, typology and legal responsibility of persons (legal and natural) involved in these phenomena, the legal frameworks that have been developed to address criminal liability for such operations and to provide victims of these phenomena with protection and redress. This publication also gathers ideas for potential solutions and concerted strategies, and spots new hurdles on the horizon. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 
-  The fight against modern slavery and/or human trafficking 
- The legal frameworks that have been developed to address modern slavery and/or human trafficking 
- The role of international actors (state and non-state actors) 
- The projected future of human trafficking and/or modern slavery 
-  The influence of the digital ecosystem, including the internet, social media and AI, in facilitating these crimes 
- Involvement and liability of digital providers for their involvement in these phenomena 
- Emerging transnational threats
- Scam centres rooted in modern slavery and human trafficking

Original empirical contributions and critical evaluation of the law and theory underpinning these areas will be considered for publication. This Special Issue welcomes submissions that are doctrinal, empirical or theoretical in nature, including those involving socio-legal methods, critical legal studies, comparative law, and interdisciplinary approaches.

All manuscripts will be subjected to a blind peer review and will be processed using the Journal’s online electronic submission and review platform. Papers will be published as they are accepted. We also encourage authors to participate in the forthcoming online conference on 10 June 2026. The call for conference abstracts will be circulated in due course.

Further information about this Special Issue can be found at 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/special-issue/331302/contemporary-issues-in-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking

Manuscript submission information: 

1. Only abstracts approved, you will be invited to submit your manuscript. 

Please submit your abstract and biographical details no later than 1 September 2026, using the following online form. We will endeavour to communicate decisions on abstracts within 4 weeks of submission. To submit your abstract, please use the following link:
https://forms.office.com/e/rjnMeDv90f

2. Manuscript submission deadline: December 31, 2026

Manuscripts submitted prior to that date will be sent out for peer review and – upon acceptance – published online first.

Submissions must be no more than 10,000 words

1. Please submit a Title Page (template below) as a front page in your paper (to help with the blind review).

2. Please upload your final paper (including your Title Page) onto the following platform: https://www.editorialmanager.com/ijlcj/default2.aspx

3. You will need to create an account on this platform, if you do not have one already.

4. Authors will not pay for the publication.

5. Authors will not be paid for their papers. 

6. Please follow official APA version 7 guidelines throughout. Further instructions regarding references can be found here:  https://link.springer.com/journal/10611/submission-guidelines#Instructions%20for%20Authors_References 
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